§751.14

§751.14 Partial payments.

(a) Partial payments when hardship ex-
ists. When claimants need funds to feed,
clothe, or house themselves and/or
their families as a result of sustaining
a compensable loss, the adjudicating
authority may authorize a partial pay-
ment of an appropriate amount, nor-
mally one-half of the estimated total
payment. When a partial payment is
made, a copy of the payment voucher
and all other information related to
the partial payment shall be placed in
the claim file. Action shall be taken to
ensure the amount of the partial pay-
ment is deducted from the adjudicated
value of the claim when final payment
is made.

(b) Marine hardship payments. The
Marine claimant’s  Transportation
Management Office (TMO) shall ensure
compliance with all requirements of
§751.14(a), and may request authority
for payment by message from the Com-
mandant of the Marine Corps (MHP-
40).

(c) Effect of partial payment. Partial
payments are to be subtracted from the
adjudicated value of the claim before
payment of the balance due. Overpay-
ments are to be promptly recouped.

§751.15 Reconsideration and appeal.

(a) General. When a claim is denied
either in whole or in part, the claimant
shall be given written notification of a
the initial adjudication and of the
right to submit a written request for
reconsideration to the original adju-
dicating authority within 6 months
from the date the claimant receives no-
tice of the initial adjudication of the
claim. If a claimant requests reconsid-
eration and if it is determined that the
original action was erroneous or incor-
rect, it shall be modified and, when ap-
propriate, a supplemental payment
shall be approved. If full additional
payment is not granted, the file shall
be forwarded for reconsideration to the
next higher adjudicating authority.
The next higher adjudicating authority
may be the commanding officer of the
Naval Legal Service Office if a properly
delegated subordinate has acted ini-
tially on the claim. For claims origi-
nally adjudicated by the commanding
offer, the files will be forwarded to the
Judge Advocate General for final ac-
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tion. The claimant shall be notified of
this action either by letter or by copy
of the letter forwarding the file to
higher adjudicating authority. The for-
warding letter shall include a synopsis
of action taken on the file and reasons
for the action or denial, as well as a
recommendation of further action or
denial.

(b) Files forwarded to JAG. For files
forwarded to JAG in accordance with
§751.15(a), the forwarding endorsement
shall include the specific reasons why
the requested relief was not granted
and shall address the specific points or
complaints raised by the clamant’s re-
quest for reconsideration.

(c) Appeals procedure for claims submit-
ted by Marine Corps personnel. Where
any of the Marine Corps adjudication
authorities listed in §751.8(b) fail to
grant the relief requested, or otherwise
resolve the claim the satisfaction of
the claimant, the request for reconsid-
eration shall be forwarded together
with the entire original file and the ad-
judicating authority’s recommenda-
tion, to the Judge Advocate General.

8§751.16-751.20 [Reserved]

Subpart B—Demand On Catrrier,
Contractor, or Insurer

§751.21 Scope of subpart B.

Subpart B addresses the recovery
process for loss or damage occurring
during the storage or transport of
household goods and other personal
property for which military personnel
and civilian employees were paid under
the provisions of 31 U.S.C. 3721. The au-
thority for pursuing recovery action is
found at 31 U.S.C. 3711.

§751.22 Carrier recovery: In general.

(a) Responsibility. Recovery  of
amounts due for personal property lost
or damaged while in transit or in stor-
age at Government expense is a joint
Personal Property Office/Naval Legal
Service Office responsibility. In order
to establish liability and to effectively
pursue a recovery claim against a car-
rier, warehouseman, or other third
party, it is essential that all required
action be accomplished in an expedi-
tious manner. Failure of the property
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